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Introduction 
 

This literature review accompanies a Strategic Direction created for the Urban Sustainability Directors 
Network (USDN) by the Innovation Network for Communities (INC). It hypothesizes that USDN plays a 
role in field development for urban sustainability programs housed in local governments. Understanding 
that role will inform a strategic plan that can ultimately serve to further advance the field. It searches 
literature surrounding the state of the urban sustainability field, and answers the following question set: 
 

 What are the different definitions of sustainability that people are using for cities?  

 What are the other competing definitions or brands that encompass urban sustainability? 

 What generally are thought leaders saying about cities and sustainability?  

 What aspects of sustainability are encompassed by climate action and what are not? 

 What are the general trends on people moving back into cities?  What is making cities more 
"livable"?  How much is this related to generational differences? 

 How do different population cohorts (age, income, race, etc.) think about cities as places to live? 

 How much does a city's "sustainability brand" matter to whether it is perceived as an attractive 
place to work? 

 What is the research on economy and job growth and cities that promote sustainability? 

 To what extent is urban sustainability becoming an established research topic and degree 
credential for higher education?  What are the emerging research centers?  

 What role do cities play to advance urban sustainability, versus other levels of government? 

 Are any emerging "city-state" forms of government documented? 

 What are the lead professional associations saying about cities and sustainability? 

 What are the leading urban sustainability initiatives in the top environmental organizations? 
 
Key Insights from the Literature Review include: 
 

1. There is no standard definition of sustainability that has been adopted by field leaders.  There is, 

however, a consistent theme throughout the leading definitions: quality of life for current and 

future generations, with a strong environmental focus.  It is currently up to local governments to 

define their role in sustainability, as they struggle to obtain a clear understanding of the term 

and develop best practices. 

 

2. Cities are currently major contributors to global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. They also 

have the most control over GHG reductions. Cities are growing, and effective sustainability 

measures can have a substantial impact on GHG reduction and improved livability. 

 

3. Local government is uniquely positioned to have a direct impact on sustainability issues, 

because communities can drive change through real-time action. The field is lacking in 

standardization of best practices to implement at the local level.  In local government, there is a 

heavy focus on energy consumption reduction, with emphasis on adaptation and resilience to 

climate change. 

 

4. There is no streamlined agenda or best practices within the field, so partner agencies can lack 

direction and focus, and can at times have difficulty working with cities effectively.  
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5. Higher education is currently underutilized in the field of Urban Sustainability.  There is 

significant potential for higher education entities to help guide industry leaders through 

partnerships with cities, research, and the education of next-wave professionals. 

 

6. State and Federal support is inconsistent and relatively weak.  While Urban Sustainability is 

encouraged by higher levels of government, there are no set standards to implement at a local 

level.  A significant contributing factor to this is regional variability in environmental issues, 

economic status, and social/political climates. 
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Introduction to the Field of Urban Sustainability 
 
Purpose. The purpose of this analysis is to inform USDN on the state of the field of Urban Sustainability 
so they can develop a strategy based on field progression to date. 

 
Definition of Urban Sustainability / Geographical Boundary. The geographic boundary of this scan 
focuses on North America, as defined by the USDN member area of the United States and Canada. 
Major definitions of Urban Sustainability are as follows. 
 
The United Nations Brundtland Report (1987) defines sustainable development as development that 
meets the needs of the present without compromising the needs of future generations to meet our own 
needs. The concept of sustainable development does imply limits - not absolute limits but limitations 
imposed by the present state of technology and social organization on environmental resources and by 
the ability of the biosphere to absorb the effects of human activities. This is the predominant definition 
within the field, but very broad and vague.  It is used as a jumping off point and has been elaborated 
upon over decades. 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) defines sustainability as an attempt to balance the 
needs of people today with the future needs of our children and the natural systems that sustain all life. 
 
The World Bank defines sustainable development as growth that must be both inclusive and 
environmentally sound to reduce poverty and build shared prosperity for today’s population and to 
continue to meet the needs of future generations. It is efficient with resources and carefully planned to 
deliver both immediate and long-term benefits for people, planet, and prosperity. 
 
Circles of Sustainability Theory (UN Global Compact Cities Programme 2015) defines positive 
sustainability as “practices and meanings of human engagement that make for lifeworlds that project 
the ongoing probability of natural and social flourishing, vibrancy, resilience, and adaptation”. 
 
Author Micahel Lor says: “Considering sustainable development at the global, country-by-country level, 
state-by-state, city-by-city, neighborhood-by-neighborhood, and place-by-place scales offers researchers 
the opportunity to clarify the definition of urban sustainability and the already conflicting social, 
cultural, political, and economic normative goals of urban sustainable developments. Comparative study 
of already-built urban sustainability offers an opportunity to strengthen the theoretical power of the 
term, refine and test theoretical intersections, defend the term from further greenwashing, and 
potentially lead to legally stronger and socially just urban sustainability” (Defining urban sustainability in 
the context of North American cities). 
 
The U. S. government, in "Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy, and Economic Performance” 
Executive Order 13514 (2009), defines sustainability as a means, “to create and maintain conditions, 
under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony, that permit fulfilling the social, 
economic, and other requirements of present and future generations.” 
 
There are different and at times competing definitions of urban sustainability being used by local 
governments. Major schools of thought on Urban Sustainability in local government are as follows. 
 

http://usdn.org/home.html?returnUrl=%2findex.html
http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-ov.htm#I.3
http://www.epa.gov/region2/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/sustainabledevelopment/overview#1
http://citiesprogramme.com/archives/resource/urban-sustainability-circles-of-sustainability-2
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/berghahn/natcult/2012/00000007/00000001/art00002
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/berghahn/natcult/2012/00000007/00000001/art00002
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/03/19/executive-order-planning-federal-sustainability-next-decade
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/03/19/executive-order-planning-federal-sustainability-next-decade
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Climate/Environment Focus: Local governments use the term “sustainability” to outline the specific 
environmental goals and programs of the city.  These programs can focus on any of the following areas: 
climate adaptation, water, waste, energy efficiency, emissions reduction, construction/development, 
transportation, and land use. 
 
Triple Bottom Line/ Three E’s”/ Triple Pillar Theory: According to the National League of Cities, perhaps 
more important than the definition of sustainability is the understanding that the practice of 
sustainability reflects the intersection of three areas of concern for local governments: economy, 
environment, and equity. Sustainability requires a fresh look at balancing all three areas that in the past 
may often have been viewed as competing against one another rather than being complementary. This 
philosophy and associated methods are widely adopted in North American cities.1 
Circles of Sustainability: This method approaches sustainability from a more holistic approach than 
triple bottom line theory. This is done by considering sustainability with an intersecting four-domain 
model: economics, ecology, politics, and culture. This is a very new model (2015) that could possibly 
replace triple bottom theory.2  
 
The “R” Terms: There are many confusing “R” terms that are used interchangeably and are arguable 
among academics and practitioners, especially from the Emergency Management field. Examples of 
these terms are: Risk, Reliability, Resilience, etc.  
 
Shifting Terminology: There has been a recent terminology shift in leading industry discussions 
replacing the terms mitigation/sustainability with adaptation/resiliency.  
 
City Definitions: What are the different definitions of sustainability that are being used using for cities? 
What are the origins of the idea of urban sustainability? Currently, cities in North America mainly design 
sustainability plans to focus on environmental impact or the triple bottom line theory.  These urban 
areas are at times keenly attuned to the social and political ramifications of sustainability measures, so 
definitions and applications can vary greatly from one area to another (Factors Influencing Local 
Government Sustainability Efforts). The following definitions are culled from city sustainability web 
pages. 
 
Knoxville, TN website: “Sustainability is the ability to meet our current needs without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their needs. This requires cooperation between sectors and long-
term thinking. Regardless of varying personal views on environmental issues, conserving resources and 
energy makes sense on a basic level: it saves money and positively impacts our health. Integrating best 
practices for sustainability into how the City of Knoxville does business is driven by logic and economics. 
Does it make sense for our community? Will it improve our quality of life? Is there a funding source 
available?” 
 
Asheville, NC website: “Sustainable solutions meet the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. These solutions meet the “The Triple Bottom 
Line” by balancing environmental stewardship, economic growth and social responsibility.” 
 

                                                           
1 Opp, S., & Saunders, K. (2013). Pillar Talk: Local Sustainability Initiatives and Policies in the United States--Finding Evidence of the "Three E's": 
Economic Development, Environmental Protection, and Social Equity. Urban Affairs Review, 678-717. 
2 James, P. (2015). Urban sustainability in theory and practice: Circles of sustainability. London: Routledge Press 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
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Madison, WI website: “Madison defines sustainability as meeting the current environmental, social and 
economic needs of our community without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
needs. Sustainability represents a desire to pass on to our children and grandchildren a world that is as 
good as, if not better than, the one we found.” 
 
Philadelphia, PA website: “Greenworks Philadelphia considers sustainability through five lenses—
Energy, Environment, Equity, Economy and Engagement. For each, an overarching goal was conceived, 
with measurable targets then called out and specific initiatives designed and described to help 
Philadelphia reach its targets by 2015. With Greenworks Philadelphia as its guide, 21st-century 
Philadelphia will face the challenges and opportunities created by recent global shifts and reposition 
itself as a city of the future.” 
 
Eugene, OR website: “A sustainable community is one that meets its present environmental, economic, 
and social needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” 
 
Origin of Urban Sustainability: There are cities that have outlasted national boundaries throughout 
history, and this is the basis for the concept of Urban Sustainability. Sustainability is, at a very basic level, 
the ability to persist. Although the idea of creating cities that endure through time has been around 
since the advent of urban living, the current use of the term has only been in the public consciousness 
for around three decades. Urban Sustainability is a constantly evolving term that is continually adjusted 
to meet current obstacles. Even though there has been endless discussion among industry leaders, there 
is not a single accepted definition for Urban Sustainability.  Cities are working to develop best practices 
to reach a common goal of perseverance through global challenges. 
 
Sustainability can be referred to in a variety of ways, like “Resiliency”, or “Greening”. Other, at times 
competing definitions or brands that encompass urban sustainability are as follows.  
  
A competing term that has made its way into the mainstream is urban or city resiliency. Resiliency 
focuses on the capacity of individuals, communities, institutions, businesses, and systems within a city to 
survive, adapt, and grow no matter what kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks they experience. 
Resilience depends on being able to adapt to unprecedented and unexpected changes. (Ahern, 2011) 
This term is designed to be more dynamic and adaptable in an ever-changing world. 
 
The term “greening” is regularly used to describe environmentally focused sustainable projects. Growing 
greener cities involves the promotion of activities that employ, recognize, or conserve nature in its many 
helpful forms to sustain urban life while limiting or reducing its depletion. The term “green” is often 
shunned by cities due to its vague and politicized nature (City in the Twenty-First Century: Growing 
Greener Cities). 
 
Urban Sustainability Field Analysis Process. Generally, thought leaders are saying that cities have the on 
the ground ability to enact change at the local level.  Although there is not currently clear best practices 
in Urban Sustainability, cities can be motivated to make the changes necessary to make measurable 
sustainable impact (If Mayors Ruled the World: Dysfunctional Nations, Rising Cities). 
 
“Our struggle for global sustainability will be won or lost in cities,” United Nations Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-Moon  
 

http://www.academia.edu/152107/_Themes_Principles_and_Strategies_for_Urban_Sustainability_
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16675.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16675.doc.htm
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Hypothesis: USDN plays a role in field development for urban sustainability programs housed in local 
governments. Understanding that role will inform a strategic plan that can ultimately serve to further 
advance the field.  

 
 

Field Assessing Literature Review 
 

Local Government Actions Contributing to Sustainable Urban Systems. Local government actions are 
contributing to more sustainable urban systems and helping communities meet specific livability goals. 
Over the last fifteen years, new ways of thinking about city policies have emerged, with a special focus 
on healthy cities, livability, and sustainability. Cities focus on elements in the following areas to develop 
sustainability plans: Smart Growth, Land Use Planning, Transportation, Pollution Prevention, Energy and 
Resource Conservation, Sustainability (Livability) Indicators, Environmental and Social Justice, and 
Governmental and Organizational Coordination (Toward Sustainable Communities: Transition and 
Transformations in Environmental Policy (2nd Edition). 
 
Some aspects of sustainability are encompassed by climate action, and some are not. The U.S. EPA 
outlines sustainability exclusively with climate action efforts in the following categories: Transportation 
Land Use Planning; Biological Conservation and Open Space Preservation; Solid Waste Generation and 
Recycling; Energy, Air Quality and Climate; Protecting Water Quality and Ensuring Future Supply; Green 
Building; Green Construction; Green Procurement. 
 
Aspects of sustainability that are not necessarily climate action focused are in the areas of social equity 
and the economy. Of the three pillars (environment, economy, and social equity), economic and equity 
measures of Urban Sustainability are not climate action focused.  These factors are interconnected with 
environmental sustainability, but can be addressed independently (Pillar Talk-Local Sustainability 
Initiatives and Policies in the United States—Finding Evidence of the “Three E’s”: Economic 
Development, Environmental Protection, and Social Equity). 
 
The following data represents the share of GHG emissions that come from urban areas: Cities today 
occupy approximately only 2% of the total land, however account for: 70% Economy (GDP), over 60% 
Global Energy Consumption, 70% Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 70% Global Waste (UN’s Habitat III 
Project). 
 
Profile of Urban Sustainability in North American Local Governments. The state of the field of Urban 
Sustainability in local government in North America is maturing based on the increasing number of cities 
making commitments to sustainability efforts, but there is no single clear set of guidelines that measure 
field movement. Support and buy-in from the U.S. federal government is encouraging cities to 
participate in sustainable governance. The following are examples of urban commitments to 
sustainability, as well as the different paths used to achieve these goals. 
 
In an August 24, 2015 fact sheet released by the White House, President Obama challenged all Mayors 
to publicly commit to a climate action plan ahead of the Paris UN meeting, and has set a goal of having 
at least 100 US cities that have signed onto the Compact of Mayors by the end of November, 2015.  
(ICLEI news release) 
 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/01/01/1078087412469344
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/01/01/1078087412469344
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/01/01/1078087412469344
https://www.habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda
https://www.habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda
http://icleiusa.org/president-challenges-cities-to-join-compact-set-precedent-for-climate-action-by-cop21/


USDN Strategy 
Urban Sustainability Field Scan 
Literature Review – 09.30.2015 

 

7 
 

The ARCADIS Sustainable Cities Index explores the three demands of People, Planet and Profit to 
develop a sustainability ranking of 50 of the world’s leading cities. North America has 10 cities on the 
list, none of which are in the top 10.  This is an evaluation of the three pillars of sustainability method. 
(ARCADIS). Note: there are a lot of sustainable cities “top 10” style lists, each with different ranking 
criteria. Mayors like to compete for positioning on these lists while staff can find them distracting from 
overarching goals. The following are examples of different methods of urban sustainability 
implementation.  
 
The U.S. EPA guide focuses exclusively on environmental factors in sustainability planning (Planning for a 
Sustainable Future: A Guide for Local Governments). 
 
The “three pillars” of sustainability (economic development, environmental protection, and social 
equity) approach to Urban Sustainability considers all of these factors to address sustainability issues 
(Pillar Talk-Local Sustainability Initiatives and Policies in the United States—Finding Evidence of the 
“Three E’s”: Economic Development, Environmental Protection, and Social Equity). 
 
Urban resiliency focuses on a city’s ability to adapt to change through: multi-functionality, redundancy 
and modularization, (bio and social) diversity, multi-scale networks and connectivity, and adaptive 
planning and design. (Ahern, 2011) 
 
Boston, MA’s Greenovate Boston Climate Action Plan 2014 outlines the following priorities in the city 
CAP: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions below 2005 levels; Prepare Boston for the impacts of climate 
change; Promote healthy and equitable communities; Measure Progress; Increase community 
engagement. 
 
Boulder, CO Climate Action Plan 2015 report identifies the following key elements cities are using to 
become more sustainable: Leadership; A Plan; Funding; Communications; Training; Inspections, Audits, 
and Measurement; Efficiency Rebate Programs; Renewable Programs; Green Building; Multifamily 
Building Programs; Income Qualified Programs; and Green Roofs. The vision of the Climate Action Plan is 
to guide Boulder towards a sustainable energy future that dramatically reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions from current levels, while meeting the needs of present and future generations. A sustainable 
energy future is achievable through the widespread adoption of the overarching strategies presented in 
the Climate Action Plan, which are to increase energy efficiency, switch to renewable energy and vehicle 
fuels, and reduce vehicle miles traveled.  
 
Portland, OR’s Climate Acton Plan 2015 puts a heavy focus on carbon reduction. It also states that “while 
transitioning away from fossil fuels, we must also: Build strong, resilient infrastructure and support 
natural systems. Advance social and racial justice. Improve community livability and public health. 
Create and maintain high-quality jobs that are accessible to all. Shift patterns of urban development, 
transportation, buildings and consumption toward low-carbon options. Strengthen the local economy.” 
The Climate Action Plan identifies over 100 actions to be completed or significantly underway in the next 
several years. 
 
New York City Climate Action Plan’s overarching goals are:  

 Provide a set of long-term objectives to guide State decision-making. 

 Set out the policies that will enable both climate change adaptation and mitigation, helping to 
ensure that New York State does not make decisions in the near term that will lock in a high carbon 

http://www.sustainablecitiesindex.com/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
file:///C:/Users/Holliday/Dropbox/SA%20Liz/Urban%20Sustainability%20Field%20Scan/Lit%20Review/3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
file:///C:/Users/Holliday/Dropbox/SA%20Liz/Urban%20Sustainability%20Field%20Scan/Lit%20Review/3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016920461100079X
http://www.cityofboston.gov/climate/bostonsplan/
https://bouldercolorado.gov/climate
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/66993
http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/80930.html
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future or increase our vulnerability to changes in climate (such as building long-lived infrastructure 
that is carbon intense or climate vulnerable). 

 Identify core solutions and strategically allocate available funding to effectively reduce GHG 
emissions and stimulate economic activity, while promoting constructive responses by other states 
and the nation as a whole.  

 Provide a foundation for New York to gain advantage in the emerging low-carbon, clean energy 
economy, advancing the state’s economic and strategic interests in the short and long term.   

 
Berkeley, CA Climate Plan. Vision for a more sustainable Berkeley outlined in their Climate Action Plan 
states that “New and existing Berkeley buildings achieve zero net energy consumption through 
increased energy efficiency and a shift to renewable energy sources such as solar and wind; Public 
transit, walking, cycling, and other sustainable mobility modes are the primary means of transportation 
for Berkeley residents and visitors; Personal vehicles run on electricity produced from renewable 
sources or other low-carbon fuels; Zero waste is sent to landfills; The majority of food consumed in 
Berkeley is produced locally; Our community is resilient and prepared for the impacts of global warming; 
The social and economic benefits of the climate protection effort are shared across the community.” 
 
Chicago, IL Climate Action Plan puts a heavy focus on GHG reduction and has identified the 5 following 
areas to commit efforts: Energy efficient buildings; Clean and renewable energy sources; Improved 
transportation options; Reduced waste and industrial pollution; and Adaptation. 
 
Population migration and urbanization. World populations are becoming more densely populated in 
urban areas, with the U.S. leading the trend. The following population data is from the UN World 
Urbanization Prospects Report Highlights, 2014: 

 Today, the most urbanized region is Northern America with 82 % living in urban areas in 2014.  

 In 2014, 54 % of the world’s population was residing in urban areas. By 2050, 66 % of the world’s 
population is projected to be urban.  

 The global rural population is now close to 3.4 billion and is expected to decline to 3.2 billion by 
2050.  

 Continuing population growth and urbanization are projected to add 2.5 billion people to the 
world’s urban population by 2050. 

 Close to half of the world’s urban dwellers reside in relatively small settlements of less than 500,000 
inhabitants, while only around one in eight live in the 28 “mega-cities” with more than 10 million 
inhabitants. 

 As the world continues to urbanize, sustainable development challenges will be increasingly 
concentrated in cities, particularly in the lower-middle-income countries where the pace of 
urbanization is fastest. Integrated policies to improve the lives of both urban and rural dwellers are 
needed. 

 
The following is U.S. 2010 Census Data on Urban Population: The nation's urban population increased by 
12.1 % from 2000 to 2010, outpacing the nation's overall growth rate of 9.7 % for the same period, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. By 2050, 90% of the U.S. population will be living in urban areas 
(Urban Ecology: Patterns of Population Growth and Ecological Effects). 
 
Increasing the Livability of Cities. Current literature does not have a standard definition of livability.  
Definitions seem to follow the agenda of the specific organization, but they do consistently incorporate 

http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/climate/
http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/pages/introduction/10.php
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/2010_census/cb12-50.html
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42146
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human quality of life standards, such as access to needed services, work, and living environments.  The 
following are a sampling of definitions. 
 
Livability in urban areas is based on two main factors: human livelihood, and ecological sustainability. 
Livelihood has to do with access to decent housing and work as well as services that make for a healthful 
habitat. Ecological degradation in urban areas such as polluted air and water significantly impacts quality 
of life and reduce livability.3  
 
The AIA outlines 8 factors that contribute to a city’s livability: Sense of Place, Mixed Use Development, 
Density, Effective Planning for Regional Transportation, Street Savvy Design, Physical Health and 
Community Design, Public Safety, Personal Security, A Sustainable Approach to Neighborhood and 
Regional Development (Livability 101: What makes a community livable). 
 
Partners for Livable Community define livability as the sum of the factors that add up to a community’s 
quality of life—including the built and natural environments, economic prosperity, social stability and 
equity, educational opportunity, and cultural, entertainment and recreation possibilities. 
 
Population Cohorts and City Livability. Livability and the Martin Prosperity Institute conducted a survey 
to determine what different population demographics valued in cities.  The surveyed demographics 
were: Gender; Age; Employment; Income; Household Type; Race/Ethnicity (see Appendix 3 for findings). 
 
The World Health Organization identifies specific aspects that make a city age friendly. Age-friendly 
cities and communities: Recognize the wide range of capacities and resources among older people; 
Anticipate and respond flexibly to ageing-related needs and preferences; Respect older 
people’s decisions and lifestyle choices; Protect those who are most vulnerable; and Promote older 
people’s inclusion in and contribution to all areas of community life. 
 
The AARP identifies the following aspects of cities to make them older age friendly: Bicycling; Density; 
Economic Development; Form-Based Code; Modern Roundabouts; Parking; Revitalization Without 
Displacement; Road Diets; Sidewalks; Street Trees; and Traffic Calming. 
 
The Knight Foundation Soul of the Community survey shows, a greener, more welcoming, and 
more livable city is something that all residents, rich and poor alike, strongly desire.  That means 
ensuring that all have access to green space, historic architecture, great neighborhoods, walkability and 
transit. These are not value-added extras; they are what create greater emotional attachment on the 
part of residents to their community. 
 
In his book Rise of the Creative Class- Revisited, Richard Florida explores the integral features and 
factors that shape “quality of place” in our rapidly changing cities and suburbs. Florida delves into the 
roles played by technology, race, and poverty in perpetuating and exacerbating income inequality and 
the pervasive influence of class throughout every aspect of society. 
 
Information about millennials moving into cities is varied. Neilson says that millennials prefer the living 
environment of cities, but high rent/cost of living can push them away from city centers.  

                                                           
3 Evans, P. (2002). Livable cities? urban struggles for livelihood and sustainability. Berkeley: University of California Press.  

 

http://www.aia.org/about/initiatives/AIAS075360
http://livable.org/about-us/what-is-livability
http://www.livability.com/blog/demographics/how-make-your-city-best-place-live-part-ii
http://agefriendlyworld.org/en/age-friendly-in-practice/
http://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/info-2014/livable-communities-fact-sheet-series.html
http://knightfoundation.org/sotc/overall-findings/
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=_f0WBQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=richard+florida+rise+of+the+creative+class&ots=I5b0SwUVW3&sig=r_msyEcMIt1CDB68ukji8aM2O2A#v=onepage&q=richard%20florida%20rise%20of%20the%20creative%20class&f=false
http://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/news/2014/millennials-prefer-cities-to-suburbs-subways-to-driveways.html
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Vocativ ranks the 35 top U.S. cities for millennials based on jobs, housing, diversity, and entertainment. 
The list looks at the 100 most populous cities in America and used open-source Internet data to measure 
vital stats like salary and employment rates, and the cost of rent and utilities, as well as everyday 
concerns like public transportation, weather and crime. It also takes into consideration metrics of 
lifestyle like entertainment. 
 
In a factsheet put out by the Whitehouse titled 15 Economic Facts about Millennials, this demographic is 
identified as being more likely to move to urban centers if they have a college degree.   
 
The Urban Land Institute released a report on Gen Y and Housing that identified the following trends: 
Key Gen-Y Findings 50 percent are renters. Median rent is only $925 per month, so most cannot afford 
21st-century luxury rentals. Only 13 percent of Gen Yers live in or near downtowns. 21 percent live at 
home. Most of those 16.5 million young people will eventually move out on their own, initially to 
rentals. With regard to self-image, 37 percent think of themselves as city people, 36 percent as 
suburbanites, and 26 percent as small-town or rural folks. Generation Y represents the largest source of 
new demand for rental housing and first-time home purchases. 
 
Specific Challenges of the Urban Sustainability Field. Does a community’s "sustainability brand" matters 
to economic development / if it is perceived as an attractive place to work? In a publication by the 
National League of Cities, the value of a city’s sustainability brand is discussed.  
 
“For cities, a comprehensive approach to sustainability will naturally enhance economic development by 
not only eliminating waste and increasing efficiency, but by helping to create healthy, attractive, 
equitable, and safe places to live, work, and do business. Increased quality of life and sense of 
community, associated with many sustainability initiatives, have been shown to result in increased 
property values, business revenues, and attraction of private investment and a skilled workforce. 
Strategies for connecting economic development and sustainability principles: Build on community 
assets; Be patient; Plan consistently; Obtain commitment from the community; Involve the business 
community and other relevant stakeholders” (Sustainable Connections: Linking Sustainability and 
Economic Development Strategies (2011)). 
 
In the article Economic growth and sustainability – are they mutually exclusive?, the author identifies 
the intrinsic differences between the consumptive aspect of economic growth and the idea of 
conservation used in Urban Sustainability.  Current economic practices have to shift in order to create a 
sustainable future. 
 
The article The Sustainable Economy identifies “the values of many vital aspects of our world 
traditionally considered externalities are being quantified so that they can be factored into economic 
equations. Socially responsible investing has matured beyond negative screening to become a value-
seeking discipline and a positive impetus for change. And industries are converging on standard indices 
by which to rate products’ sustainability and seek improvements throughout their value chains. Progress 
in each area spurs progress in the others, with the result that the long-sought alignment of a firm’s 
prosperity with the best interests of the planet seems not only possible but inevitable.” Using this idea, 
cities can promote sustainable economic development. 
 

http://www.vocativ.com/interactive/culture/society/livability-index-2014/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/cea/factsheets-reports
http://uli.org/report/gen-y-housing-want-want/
http://www.nlc.org/find-city-solutions/city-solutions-and-applied-research/sustainability-as-section-index/economic-development
http://www.nlc.org/find-city-solutions/city-solutions-and-applied-research/sustainability-as-section-index/economic-development
http://www.elsevier.com/connect/economic-growth-and-sustainability-are-they-mutually-exclusive
https://hbr.org/2011/10/the-sustainable-economy
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Job Growth and Urban Sustainability. There are multiple programs to encourage job growth in 
sustainable communities, such as the EPA Building Blocks Program and the Smart Growth Program, but 
no clear current data on job growth correlated to sustainable cities. 
 
The 100 most livable cities report says “Livability and a robust city economy have a symbiotic 
relationship. Many traits of livability have strong correlations with such economic indicators as GDP, 
wages and innovation. Cities with strong economies and the businesses and leaders that drive those 
economies can afford to invest in the kind of amenities and infrastructure that will draw more workers 
and more businesses. And the cycle repeats. In the end, as our Ipsos survey showed, people care more 
about the economy and job prospects of a place than any other factor – both in terms of evaluating 
where they live currently and places they would consider relocating. In many ways, therefore, if you get 
the economic setting right, the rest will fall into place – and vice versa. 
 
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has a Green Jobs Initiative (2010 and 2011) that tracks wages, market 
distribution, and growth trends of green jobs over time.  Green jobs are either: Jobs in businesses that 
produce goods or provide services that benefit the environment or conserve natural resources; or jobs 
in which workers' duties involve making their establishment's production processes more 
environmentally friendly or use fewer natural resources. 
 
The Brookings Institute put out the Sizing the Clean Economy: Metropolitan and State Profiles (2011) 
that gives clear data on clean jobs in both states and the larges 50 metropolitan areas.  The data is 
collected from 2003-2010. 
 
The City’s Role in Urban Sustainability (vs. other levels of government): Cities have the power to make 
measureable change because of the “on the ground” ability to implement sustainability measures. 
 
The City as Fulcrum of Global Sustainability looks at the role the city play in the global economy.  It 
identifies the city as a potential fulcrum of sustainability. Cities can play a major role in the path forward 
because they have the direct ability to implement sustainability practices. 
 
The city’s role vs. other levels of government include: 

 Cities have the ability implement sustainability programs and take action as noted in the city Climate 
Action Plans listed above. 

 Cities as economic drivers: Cities have the ability to direct economic growth in a sustainable 
direction by developing infrastructure that draws clean jobs. Through zoning and other regulatory 
measures, businesses can be encouraged to make positive sustainability strides. Examples include 
Boston, MA, and Portland, OR. 

 Cities and community action/education: Cities have a direct line to community members.  Through 
education and mobilization of communities, sustainability plans can accelerate. Boulder, CO has 
effectively engaged community members to create a local carbon tax and other sustainability 
measures. 

 
State and Federal Government regulation can encourage local change. Measures such as LEED standard 
for federal buildings, state commitments to efficient facility upgrades, and federal climate change 
strategy are all instances of leading by example. Examples of emerging "city-state" forms of government 
are few in the literature. A city-state is a sovereign state consisting of a city and its dependent 
territories. Historically, this included famous cities like Rome, Athens, Carthage, and the Italian city-

http://www.livability.com/best-places/top-100-best-places-to-live/2015/ranking-criteria
http://www.bls.gov/green/#overview
file:///C:/Users/Holliday/Dropbox/SA%20Liz/Urban%20Sustainability%20Field%20Scan/Lit%20Review/Final%20Products/Sizing%20the%20Clean%20Economy:%20Metropolitan%20and%20State%20Profiles
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_City_as_Fulcrum_of_Global_Sustainabi.html?id=rDFHFjVT_uIC
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states during the Renaissance, but today only a handful of sovereign city-states exist, with some 
disagreement as to which states should and should not be considered as city-states. However, a great 
deal of consensus exists that the term properly applies to Singapore, Monaco and Vatican City. Other 
states sometimes cited as modern city-states include Malta, San Marino, Liechtenstein, Andorra, Qatar; 
Brunei, Kuwait, and Bahrain.  
 
Barber asserts that cities, and the mayors that run them, offer the best new forces of good governance. 
A planet ruled by cities represents “a new paradigm of global governance – of democratic glocalism 
rather than top-down imposition, of horizontalism rather than hierarchy, of pragmatic interdependence 
rather than outworn ideologies of national independence” If Mayors Ruled the World: Dysfunctional 
Nations, Rising Cities. 
 
While Edward Glaeser is a huge proponent of the city in his book If Mayors Ruled the World: 
Dysfunctional Nations, Rising Cities, in a Freakanomics podcast he stated, “I think the beauty of mayors 
is that they’re deeply executive. So I’m not particularly eager to transform these wonderfully focused 
executives into parliamentarians.”  
 
Partners and Allies that are Advancing Urban Sustainability with Local Governments: There are many 
potential partners for cities, but often it is difficult to ascertain what a strong partnership could look like 
or accomplish. The following are examples of programs designed for city participation. 
 
Mayors Innovation Project 

 The Mayors Innovation Project is a learning network among American mayors committed to “high 
road” policy and governance: shared prosperity, environmental sustainability, and efficient 
democratic government. 

 The project is a collaboration between policymakers and research experts, connecting mayors to 
research relevant to policy issues in their home cities. 

 The meetings provide a forum for mayors to share their best practices. Many of the best policy ideas 
discussed at our meetings—in housing, energy, transportation, economic development—come from 
our member cities. 

 A list serve allows mayors, their staff, and research experts to remain in contact throughout the 
year. Over 100 cities are represented. 

 
Star Communities 

 Sustainability defining factors: The path to sustainability is different for every community – but the 
common elements are a healthy environment, a strong economy and the wellbeing of the people 
living in the community. 

 STAR Framework: The STAR Community Rating System is built on a framework of sustainability 
goals, objectives and evaluation measures. Local leaders can set goals and measure progress across 
sustainability themes using the evaluation measures included in the Rating System. The following 
are the 7 goal areas and purposes: 1. Built Environment-Quality, Choice & Access Where We Live, 
Work & Play 2. Climate & Energy-Increase Efficiency, Reduce Impact 3. Economy & Jobs-Quality 
Jobs, Shared Prosperity 4. Education, Arts & Community-Vibrant, Connected & Diverse Culture 5. 
Equity & Empowerment-Inclusion & Access for All Community Members 6. Health & Safety-Strong, 
Resilient & Safe 7. Natural Systems-Protect & Restore the Resources of Life. Each goal is evaluated 
through community level outcomes and local actions. 

http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://freakonomics.com/2014/04/10/if-mayors-ruled-the-world-a-new-freakonomics-radio-podcast/
http://www.mayorsinnovation.org/about/
http://www.starcommunities.org/rating-system/principles/
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 Value in certification:  For communities that pursue certification, the rating system encompasses 
economic, environmental and social performance measures for both local governments and the 
broader community. Local governments across the nation are using it as a roadmap, as a planning 
tool, to organize/guide public engagement processes, to aid in decision-making, for performance-
based budgeting, and as a measuring stick to determine whether their investments are achieving 
outcomes. 

 Implementation:  Nearly 100 cities, towns and counties are actively using the STAR Community 
Rating System as their sustainability framework and certification program. Thousands have 
downloaded the rating system since its release in 2012. 
 

Local Government Engagement with Partners. Local government engages with partners on research 
and implementation projects; there are grantee / grantor relationships, and technical assistance 
exchanges. Local government is also engaging with higher education entities for advice and professional 
expertise. Local Government is utilizing resources made available by both federal and philanthropic 
partners.  These resources include grants, expertise, and toolkits. Examples of these partners are: 

 North American Urban Strategies – The Nature Conservancy 

 Sustainable Cities Institute –National League of Cities 

 Local Governments for Sustainability – ICLEI 

 Towards Sustainability – U.S. EPA 

 Partnership for Sustainable Communities – U.S. EPA, HUD, DOT 
 
Field Building Resources. Resources are needed from all sectors to grow the field of Urban 
Sustainability. What seems to be an underlying theme in the urban sustainability industry is a lack of 
best practices and tools for cities to implement and measure sustainability goals.  
 
Indicators for Sustainability: How cities are monitoring and evaluating their success looks at the field of 
Urban Sustainability and challenges that it faces with implementation and best practices. 
 
State programming/certifications can be used as a tool to advance Urban Sustainability. Below are two 
examples.  
 

 The Center for Climate Strategies created the Climate Blackboard, which provides information 
on activities in US states, and regions where comprehensive Climate Action Plans have been 
developed since 2000.  CAP’s are a strong regulatory means of measuring sustainability efforts. 

 

 The Center for Climate and Energy Solutions has a database of U.S. climate policy maps with 
descriptions of state and regional climate policy.  It is broken into climate, energy, 
transportation, and building sectors.  This database can be used to identify specific efforts and 
goals set using state regulation. 

 
Many states have completed comprehensive Climate Action Plans, or are in the process of revising or 
developing one. The plans detail steps that the states can take to reduce their contribution to climate 
change. The process of developing a climate action plan can identify cost-effective opportunities to 
reduce GHG emissions that are relevant to the state. The individual characteristics of each state’s 
economy, resource base, and political structure provide different opportunities for dealing with climate 
change. However, without targets for emissions reductions, incentives for cleaner technologies, or other 
clear policies, climate action plans will not achieve real reductions in GHG emissions (C2ES). 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/urban-strategies.xml
http://www.sustainablecitiesinstitute.org/about/about-sustainability
http://icleiusa.org/about-us/who-we-are/
http://www.epa.gov/sustainability/
http://www.sustainablecommunities.gov/partnership-resources
http://sustainablecities.net/our-resources/document-library/cat_view/20-our-resources/21-indicators
http://www.climatestrategies.us/policy_tracker/state/
http://www.c2es.org/us-states-regions/policy-maps
http://www.c2es.org/us-states-regions/policy-maps/climate-action-plans
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State programming/certification is not consistently implemented in the U.S., but has the potential to be 
a good tool because of the ability to tailor programs to the specific needs and resources of the region. 
 
Urban sustainability as a research topic of interest in higher education, especially how effective cities 
sustainability measures actually are. The Sustainability Institute of New Jersey is a “think and do” tank 
that manages a number of cutting edge research and outreach programs focused on sustainable 
development, including the Sustainable Jersey Certification Program and numerous federal and state 
grant-funded projects.  
 
Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey that want to “go green”, 
save money, and take steps to sustain their quality of life over the long term. All actions taken by 
municipalities to score points toward certification must be accompanied by documentary evidence. The 
certification is free and completely voluntary. Sustainable Jersey identifies resources to help 
municipalities develop a comprehensive sustainable community program. This includes financial 
resources in the form of grants and incentives, and technical support in the form of trainings, access to 
support organizations, and guidance material.  
 
They assert that “There is no accepted definition of “sustainability” or a vision that clarifies what our 
movement is trying to achieve.” The Sustainability Institute’s mission is to “build decision making and 
governance capacity to understand and act on sustainable development issues”. They do this through 
programs that include training, research, outreach, and dissemination of best practices on a range of 
issues. 
 
Penn State Sustainable Communities: The Sustainable Communities Collaborative (SCC) connects 
University Park faculty, students, and staff with local communities to address sustainability challenges 
through an engaged, collaborative effort. Penn State defines sustainability as the simultaneous pursuit 
of human health and happiness, environmental quality and economic well-being for current and future 
generations. Through the SCC, Penn State faculty members partner with selected communities in 
Pennsylvania, including representatives from local governments, campuses, businesses, and other 
organizations. Once the partnering community leaders have identified a set of projects that contribute 
to advancing their sustainability goals, they are then matched with existing PSU courses that include an 
experiential learning element.  
 
Minnesota GreenStep Cities is a voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program to help cities 
achieve their sustainability and quality-of-life goals. This free continuous improvement program, 
managed by a public-private partnership, is based upon 28 best practices. Each best practice can be 
implemented by completing one or more actions at a 1, 2 or 3-star level, from a list of four to eight 
actions. These actions are tailored to all Minnesota cities, focus on cost savings and energy use 
reduction, and encourage civic innovation. This program is a partnership between public and private 
organizations that is overseen by the state of MN. 
 
Sustainable Maryland is a certification program for municipalities in Maryland. Sustainable Maryland 
Certified is a collaborative effort between the Environmental Finance Center (EFC) at the University of 
Maryland and the Maryland Municipal League, to replicate the success of the Sustainable 
Jersey initiative throughout the Mid-Atlantic States - beginning in Maryland. All actions taken by 
municipalities to score points toward certification must be accompanied by documentary evidence. The 

https://si.tcnj.edu/
http://sustainability.psu.edu/live/staff/sustainable-communities
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/index.cfm
http://sustainablemaryland.com/about/
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certification is free and voluntary. Certification can be achieved through a specific list of best practices 
achieved by the municipality. 
 
The Atlanta Regional Commission’s (ARC) Green Communities Program is a voluntary certification 
program for jurisdictions in the 10-county Atlanta Region to encourage local governments to become 
more sustainable. ARC developed the program to assist local governments in reducing their overall 
environmental impact. Local governments earn points in 10 categories by implementing specific policies 
and practices that contribute to overall sustainability. ARC’s Green Communities Program is designed to 
encourage local governments to demonstrate leadership on environmental sustainability. Certified 
Green Communities set an example by conserving energy, investing in renewable energy, conserving 
water, conserving fuel, reducing waste and protecting and restoring the community’s natural resources. 
 
University of Oregon Sustainable Cities Initiative: Sustainable Cities Initiative (SCI) is a cross-disciplinary 
organization at the University of Oregon that promotes education, service, public outreach and research 
on the design and development of sustainable cities. Our work addresses sustainability issues from the 
regional level down to the building. They state that “creating the sustainable city cannot happen within 
only a single discipline, and that’s why SCI is grounded in a cross-disciplinary approach to solving 
community sustainability issues”. 
 
Higher education entities are now offering masters programs specifically in Urban Sustainability. Some 
examples are: 

 The City College of New York 

 Portland State University 

 Xavier University 

 University of Washington-Tacoma 
 
A 2009 report found that the effectiveness of sustainability measures are most closely linked to the local 
political culture, followed by state role in land use planning, and economic variables (Factors Influencing 
Local Government Sustainability Efforts). A 2012 article notes that capacity building, managerial 
capacity, and stakeholder involvement are key to effective sustainability efforts (Capacity to Sustain 
Sustainability: A Study of U.S. Cities). 
 
Leading Professional Associations in Urban Sustainability. There are professional sustainability 
associations, and the following table details their top initiatives:  

 
AIA-COTE: 
American Institute 
of Architects 

The Committee on the Environment (COTE) works to advance, disseminate, and 
advocate—to the profession, the building industry, the academy, and the public—design 
practices that integrate built and natural systems and enhance both the design quality 
and environmental performance of the built environment. COTE serves as the community 
and voice on behalf of AIA architects regarding sustainable design and building science 
and performance. 

ACEEE- American 
Council for Energy-
Efficient Economy 

Research programs include: National Policy Program; Utilities State, and Local Policy 
Program; Buildings Program; Industry Program; Agricultural Program; Transportation 
Program; Economics and Finance Policy Program; Behavior and Human Dimensions of 
Energy Use Program; International Program 

APA – American 
Planning 
Association 

The APA Green Team works to promote sustainable business practices by identifying and 
sharing innovative methods, offering policy recommendations, and encouraging staff and 
members to incorporate green practices into their offices, homes, and communities. 

http://www.atlantaregional.com/environment/green-communities
https://sci.uoregon.edu/about-sci
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/sustainability/
http://www.pdx.edu/sustainability/urban-sustainability
http://www.xavier.edu/urbansustainability/
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/urban-studies/sustainable-urban-development
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2012.02566.x/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2012.02566.x/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=
http://network.aia.org/committeeontheenvironment/home/
file:///C:/Users/Holliday/Dropbox/SA%20Liz/Urban%20Sustainability%20Field%20Scan/Lit%20Review/Final%20Products/aceee.org/
https://www.planning.org/apaataglance/greenteam/
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APTA - American 
Public Transport 
Association 

To strengthen and improve public transportation, APTA serves and leads its diverse 
membership through advocacy, innovation and information sharing. APTA and its 
members and staff work to ensure that public transportation is available and accessible 
for all Americans in communities across the country. 

ASAP – American 
Society of 
Adaptation 
Professionals 
 

We Connect Climate Adaptation Professionals. ASAP helps build essential climate 
resilience for communities across the country by focusing on connecting and supporting 
the individuals. We provide a platform for climate adaptation leaders to interact, share 
what’s working, and collaborate with their colleagues. We are adaptation professionals 
across the country from local government employees and natural resource managers to 
academics and environmental consultants who are helping their communities and 
organizations prepare for the impacts of climate change. 850 Members, 47 States, 368 
Organizations. ASAP develops key partnerships with content providers to engage our 
membership with the latest news, events and opportunities in climate adaptation. 
Together, we are closing the gaps through partnership with new and existing providers 
including: US Forest Service Climate Change Resource Center, Climate Access, and 
Georgetown Climate Center. 

ICMA – 
International 
City/County 
Management 
Association 

The Center for Sustainable Communities leads ICMA's training, education, and technical 
assistance efforts on issues such as: 

 Data & Technology 

 Economic Development 

 Energy & Environment 

 Social Equity 

 Sustainability Planning 

ISSP - International 
Society of 
Sustainability 
Professionals 

 Membership: Linking professionals sharing best practices and innovation, locally and 
around the world 

 Professional Development:  Providing training courses, webinars and professional 
certification for sustainability professionals 

 Resources & Research:  Providing tools and resources for advancing sustainability 

 Partnerships & Policies: Working with other sustainability-related organizations to 
extend our reach 

NAEM- National 
Association of 
Environmental 
Managers 

 Peer-led educational programming 

 Exclusive benchmarking research 

 Decision-making tools 

 Private online community 

 Network of engaged professionals 

NAEP – National 
Association of 
Environmental 
Professionals 

NAEP is: 

 The multi-disciplinary association for professionals dedicated to the advancement of 
the environmental professions. 

 A forum for state-of-the-art information on environmental planning, research and 
management. 

 A network of professional contacts and exchange of information among colleagues in 
industry, government, academia, and the private sector. 

 A resource for structured career development from student memberships to 
certification as an environmental professional. 

 A strong proponent of ethics and the highest standards of practice in the 
environmental professions. 

ULI- Urban Land 
Institute 

ULI focuses on two sustainability programs: ULI Greenprint Center for Building 
Performance, and Urban Resilience Program 

  
 

http://www.apta.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://adaptationprofessionals.org/
http://icma.org/en/results/sustainable_communities/about
https://www.sustainabilityprofessionals.org/about-issp
http://www.naem.org/?page=Who_We_Are
http://www.naep.org/about-naep
http://uli.org/research/centers-initiatives/center-sustainability/


Appendix: Annotated Bibliography 

Source/Title 

(Hyperlinked) 
Author Date Description 

Urban Sustainability Definition 

100 Resilient Cities  

 

Website: Urban 

Resilience 

(Website) 

2015 

Urban Resilience is the capacity of individuals, communities, institutions, businesses, and 

systems within a city to survive, adapt, and grow no matter what kinds of chronic stresses 

and acute shocks they experience. Chronic Stresses:  Stresses weaken the fabric of a city 

on a daily or cyclical basis. Examples include: high unemployment, overtaxed or inefficient 

public transportation system, endemic violence, and chronic food and water shortages. 

Acute Shocks: Acute shocks are sudden, sharp events that threaten a city. Examples 

include: earthquakes, floods, disease, terrorist attacks 

Advances in Urban 

Sustainability: Urban 

Sustainability in Theory 

and Practice: Circles of 

Sustainability 

James, Paul 

(Book) 
2015 

Circles of Sustainability method and Engaged Theory Approach presented in the study 

have been developed for the UN Global Compact Cities Programme. Published 2015. 

”Despite their inconsequential geographical footprint, cities are responsible for around 80 

per cent of global energy consumption, and some of the world’s most wonderful exciting 

cities contribute at a proportionally much higher rate.” (p.5) Note paradoxes to 

sustainability. See Definition of Terms (sustainability, resiliency, etc.)  Table 2.1 p. 22. 

”Positive sustainability can be defined as practices and meanings of human engagement 

that make for lifeworlds that project the ongoing probability of natural and social 

flourishing, vibrancy, resilience, and adaptation.” (p.23) 

City in the Twenty-First 

Century: Growing 

Greener Cities : Urban 

Sustainability in the 

Twenty-first Century 

Birch, Eugenie 

L., Wachter, 

Susan M. 

(Book) 

2008 

Growing Greener Cities offers an overview of the urban green movement, case studies in 

effective policy implementation, and tools for measuring and managing success. 

Thoroughly illustrated with color graphs, maps, and photographs, Growing Greener 

Cities provides a panoramic view of urban sustainability and environmental issues for 

green-minded city planners, policy makers, and citizens. 

Defining urban 

sustainability in the 

context of North 

Lorr, Michael J. 

(Journal) 
2012 

The current resurgence and popularity of the term “sustainability,” especially under the 

aegis of “urban sustainability” or “green” cities, requires us to rethink the usefulness of 

sustainability as a concept for understanding and evaluating urban redevelopment. 

http://www.100resilientcities.org/resilience#/-_/
http://www.amazon.com/Urban-Sustainability-Theory-Practice-sustainability/dp/1138025739
http://www.amazon.com/Urban-Sustainability-Theory-Practice-sustainability/dp/1138025739
http://www.amazon.com/Urban-Sustainability-Theory-Practice-sustainability/dp/1138025739
http://www.amazon.com/Urban-Sustainability-Theory-Practice-sustainability/dp/1138025739
http://www.amazon.com/Urban-Sustainability-Theory-Practice-sustainability/dp/1138025739
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14506.html
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/berghahn/natcult/2012/00000007/00000001/art00002
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/berghahn/natcult/2012/00000007/00000001/art00002
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/berghahn/natcult/2012/00000007/00000001/art00002
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American cities Confronting this challenge, this article reviews three of the most common theoretical 

approaches to sustainability, problematizes those approaches in the context of North 

American cities, and then provides a working definition of urban sustainability. Finally, the 

article recommends four plausible research hypotheses to guide future research on urban 

sustainability. 

Sustainable 

Development 
World Bank 2015 

Sustainable development recognizes that growth must be both inclusive and 

environmentally sound to reduce poverty and build shared prosperity for today’s 

population and to continue to meet the needs of future generations. It is efficient with 

resources and carefully planned to deliver both immediate and long-term benefits for 

people, planet, and prosperity. 

Themes, Principles and 

Strategies for Urban 

Sustainability 

Ahern, Jack 

PhD; 

Cote, Michael 

(Report) 

2008 

United Nation's Brundtland Commission's definition, which states that: sustainability is 

"development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs" (Brundtland). The report's emphasis is on 

three interrelating issues of economic growth, social development and environmental 

protection. 

 

  

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/berghahn/natcult/2012/00000007/00000001/art00002
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/sustainabledevelopment/overview
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/sustainabledevelopment/overview
http://www.academia.edu/152107/_Themes_Principles_and_Strategies_for_Urban_Sustainability_
http://www.academia.edu/152107/_Themes_Principles_and_Strategies_for_Urban_Sustainability_
http://www.academia.edu/152107/_Themes_Principles_and_Strategies_for_Urban_Sustainability_
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Population and Urbanization 

Habitat III 
Habitat III – UN 
Project 
(Website) 

2015 
Good Data on City consumption stats, plan for local government to participate in 
sustainability measures. Project to be fully launched in 2016. 

SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
FACTS 

World 
Resource 
Institute 
(Website) 

2015 

Up to 70 percent of global CO2 emissions come from cities. 
There are 800 million vehicles on the road today. Without interventions, that number is 
set to grow to 2-3 billion by 2050. 
The world's cities produce about 1.3 billion tons of waste every year. 
Already, half the global population resides in cities. That figure is set to increase to 70 
percent by 2050. 

Urban Ecology: 
Patterns of Population 
Growth and Ecological 
Effects  

Zipperer; 
Pickett 
(Journal) 

2012 By 2050, 90% of the U.S. population will be living in urban areas. 

Urban Population 
Growth Trends 

World Health 
Organization 
(Website) 

2015 

The urban population in 2014 accounted for 54% of the total global population, up from 
34% in 1960, and continues to grow. The urban population growth, in absolute numbers, 
is concentrated in the less developed regions of the world. It is estimated that by 2017, 
even in less developed countries, a majority of people will be living in urban areas. 
The global urban population is expected to grow approximately 1.84% per year between 
2015 and 2020, 1.63% per year between 2020 and 2025, and 1.44% per year between 
2025 and 2030. 

 

  

https://www.habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda
http://www.wri.org/our-work/topics/sustainable-cities
http://www.wri.org/our-work/topics/sustainable-cities
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42146
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42146
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42146
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42146
http://www.who.int/gho/urban_health/situation_trends/urban_population_growth_text/en/
http://www.who.int/gho/urban_health/situation_trends/urban_population_growth_text/en/
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Urban Sustainability and Local Government 

Anthem Environmental 

Studies: City as 

Fulcrum of Global 

Sustainability 

Yanarella, 

Ernest J., 

Levine, Richard 

S. (Book) 

2011 

The authors examine both strong and weak examples of sustainable city approaches that 

validate their distinctive urban sustainability strategy. It finds short- and long-term 

solutions to global woes by looking to the city as the fulcrum for introducing sustainability 

around the world.  

Capacity to Sustain 

Sustainability: A Study 

of U.S. Cities 

Wang, XiaoHu;  

Hawkins, 

Christopher V.;  

Lebredo, Nick; 

Berman,  Evan 

M.  (Journal) 

 

2012 

Based on a national survey of U.S. cities, this article finds moderate levels of sustainability 

efforts and capacity in U.S. cities; about one-third of the sustainability practices identified 

in this article have been implemented. The authors conclude that, first, capacity building 

is a useful conceptual focus for understanding sustainability implementation in U.S. cities. 

Capacity building involves developing technical and financial support and increasing 

managerial execution. Second, sustainability is strongly associated with managerial 

capacity, which includes establishing sustainability goals, incorporating goals in 

operations, and developing a supportive infrastructure. Third, getting stakeholders 

involved furthers the capacity for sustaining sustainability efforts. Citizen involvement is 

strongly associated with securing financial support for sustainability. 

Factors Influencing 

Local Government 

Sustainability Efforts 

 

Devashree 

Saha 

State & Local 

Government 

Review 

(Journal) 

 

2009 

Several local governments in the United States have launched sustainability programs in 

an effort to create healthy and livable places and reduce their ecological footprint. In this 

study, data from 50 of the largest cities are used to analyze the factors that help 

sustainability initiatives succeed or fail. Four conceptual frameworks that account for 

variation in the sustainability scores of cities are evaluated. The findings indicate that 

political culture followed by state role in influencing local land-use planning and economic 

variables are the most significant predictors of local government performance with regard 

to sustainability initiatives. 

Governing Sustainable 

Cities 

Evans, Bob; 

Joas, Marko; 

Sundback, 

Susan; 

2013 

Urban governance and sustainability are rapidly becoming key issues around the world. 

The economic, social and environmental challenges posed by urbanization on such a large 

scale and at such a rapid pace are staggering for local, regional and national governments 

working towards sustainability. Drawing on three years of field research in 40 European 

https://books.google.com/books/about/The_City_as_Fulcrum_of_Global_Sustainabi.html?id=rDFHFjVT_uIC
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_City_as_Fulcrum_of_Global_Sustainabi.html?id=rDFHFjVT_uIC
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_City_as_Fulcrum_of_Global_Sustainabi.html?id=rDFHFjVT_uIC
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_City_as_Fulcrum_of_Global_Sustainabi.html?id=rDFHFjVT_uIC
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2012.02566.x/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2012.02566.x/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2012.02566.x/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25469802?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=L6nW5ZmrercC&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=sustainable+cities&ots=LvaWZ_NOmX&sig=ZYaZE3H-B3R24tNd87DEiz7iJBg#v=onepage&q=sustainable%20cities&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=L6nW5ZmrercC&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=sustainable+cities&ots=LvaWZ_NOmX&sig=ZYaZE3H-B3R24tNd87DEiz7iJBg#v=onepage&q=sustainable%20cities&f=false


USDN Strategy 
Urban Sustainability Field Scan 
Literature Review – 09.30.2015 

 

21 
 

Theobald, Kate  towns and cities, Governing for Sustainable Cities is the first book to examine empirically 

the processes of urban governance in sustainable development. Looking at a host of core 

issues including institutional and social capacity, institutional design, social equity, 

politics, partnerships and cooperation and creative policy-making, the authors draw 

compelling conclusions and offer strong guidance.  

Local Governments, 

Social Equity, and 

Sustainable 

Communities 

Advancing Social Equity 

Goals to Achieve 

Sustainability 

by ICMA 

Center for 

Sustainable 

Communities, 

Arizona State 

University 

(Report) 

2014 

This report describes the current activities, leading practices, and achievements of 

sustainable communities. Such communities were created through a comprehensive, 

integrated approach to sustainability supported by inclusive engagement, equal access to 

services, and livable neighborhoods. The report examines the extent to which social 

equity activities are included within an integrated approach to sustainability, how social 

equity is defined, and the level of commitment of local governments in addressing equity 

issues. 

Making Cities Work: 

Role of Local 

Authorities in the 

Urban Environment 

Gilbert, 

Richard; 

Girardet, 

Herbert; 

Stevenson, 

Don; Stren, 

Richard (Book) 

1996 

Early book in the field of Urban Sustainability. The book's main argument is that local 

authorities should be at the center of work concerning the urban environment. It shows 

how this is happening in many locations and how much more can be done in pursuit of 

sustainable development, particularly through co-operation among local governments 

around the world. 

Planning for a 

Sustainable Future A 

Guide for Local 

Governments  

U.S. EPA 

(website with 

PDF link) 

2009 

EPA guide for local government to address environmental steps for sustainability. 

Developed Smart Strategies for a Sustainable Future: 5 step process for local government 

to implement sustainability measures. 

President Challenges 

Cities to Join Compact 

& Set Precedent for 

Climate Action by 

COP21 

Plaza, Celina: 

ICLEI news 

report 

(Website) 

Aug. 

24, 

2015 

In a fact sheet released today by the White House, President Obama challenged all 

Mayors to publicly commit to a climate action plan ahead of the Paris UN meeting, and 

has set a goal of having at least 100 US cities that have signed onto the Compact of 

Mayors by the end of November.  A list of participating cities is linked in the article. 

http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
http://icma.org/en/icma/knowledge_network/documents/kn/Document/306328/Advancing_Social_Equity_Goals_to_Achieve_Sustainability_Local_Governments_Social_Equity_and_Sustaina
https://books.google.com/books?id=nTQAAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA4&dq=Making+Cities+Work:+Role+of+Local+Authorities+in+the+Urban+Environment&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CB4Q6AEwAGoVChMIlf_d2rXHxwIVyI4NCh27UQiJ#v=onepage&q=Making%20Cities%20Work%3A%20Role%20of%20Local%20Authorities%20in%20the%20Urban%20Environment&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=nTQAAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA4&dq=Making+Cities+Work:+Role+of+Local+Authorities+in+the+Urban+Environment&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CB4Q6AEwAGoVChMIlf_d2rXHxwIVyI4NCh27UQiJ#v=onepage&q=Making%20Cities%20Work%3A%20Role%20of%20Local%20Authorities%20in%20the%20Urban%20Environment&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=nTQAAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA4&dq=Making+Cities+Work:+Role+of+Local+Authorities+in+the+Urban+Environment&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CB4Q6AEwAGoVChMIlf_d2rXHxwIVyI4NCh27UQiJ#v=onepage&q=Making%20Cities%20Work%3A%20Role%20of%20Local%20Authorities%20in%20the%20Urban%20Environment&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=nTQAAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA4&dq=Making+Cities+Work:+Role+of+Local+Authorities+in+the+Urban+Environment&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CB4Q6AEwAGoVChMIlf_d2rXHxwIVyI4NCh27UQiJ#v=onepage&q=Making%20Cities%20Work%3A%20Role%20of%20Local%20Authorities%20in%20the%20Urban%20Environment&f=false
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities/
http://icleiusa.org/president-challenges-cities-to-join-compact-set-precedent-for-climate-action-by-cop21/
http://icleiusa.org/president-challenges-cities-to-join-compact-set-precedent-for-climate-action-by-cop21/
http://icleiusa.org/president-challenges-cities-to-join-compact-set-precedent-for-climate-action-by-cop21/
http://icleiusa.org/president-challenges-cities-to-join-compact-set-precedent-for-climate-action-by-cop21/
http://icleiusa.org/president-challenges-cities-to-join-compact-set-precedent-for-climate-action-by-cop21/
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SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

INDEX 2015 

Arcadis 

(Website) 
2015 

The Sustainable Cities Index explores the three demands of People, Planet and Profit to 

develop an indicative ranking of 50 of the world's leading cities. 

The Compact of 

Mayors 

Organized by: 

UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki-

moon, C40, 

ICLEI, 

UCLG, UN-

Habitat 

(Website) 

 

The Compact establishes a common platform to capture the impact of cities’ collective 

actions through standardized measurement of emissions and climate risk, and consistent, 

public reporting of their efforts. Through the Compact, cities are: 

 Increasing their visibility as leaders responding to climate change; 

 Demonstrating their commitment to an ambitious global climate solution, 

particularly as nations convene around a new climate agreement in Paris in 

December 2015; 

 Encouraging direct public and private sector investments in cities by meeting 

transparent standards that are similar to those followed by national 

governments; 

 Building a consistent and robust body of data on the impact of city action; and 

 Accelerating more ambitious, collaborative, and sustainable local climate action. 

The Integrated City 

Sustainability Database 

Feiock, 

Richard; 

Krause, Rachel; 

Hawkins, 

Christopher; 

Curley, Cali 

2014 

This article describes the construction of the Integrated City Sustainability Database 

(ICSD) that is the first truly comprehensive data set of U.S. municipal government 

sustainability programs and policies. Taking advantage of a unique opportunity to 

combine seven independent data collection efforts, it will provide a valuable resource for 

scholars in multiple disciplines investigating local environmental and energy 

sustainability. 

Toward Sustainable 

Communities: 

Transition and 

Transformations in 

Environmental Policy 

(2nd Edition) 

Mazmanian, 

Daniel A., Kraft, 

Michael E. 

(Book) 

2009 

Chapter 9 focuses on Sustainability in American Cities: What they are doing and why (p. 

227) Discusses 7 categories of sustainable actions that cities are taking.  

“Particularly in the last two decades, as U.S. cities have lost a high proportion of their 

manufacturing employment base and undergone a transformation to service-based 

economies, many local governments have come to realize that they do not have to accept 

high levels of environmental degradation in order to sustain a healthy economy. They 

have also come to realize that high rates of economic growth do not necessarily translate 

into making the city a desirable place to live.” (p.227-228) 

“The exact relationship between economic development and the breadth and depth of 

http://www.sustainablecitiesindex.com/
http://www.sustainablecitiesindex.com/
http://www.compactofmayors.org/history/
http://www.compactofmayors.org/history/
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/50/4/577.short
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/50/4/577.short
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=5nF3evGSIsYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Toward+Sustainable+Communities+:+Transition+and+Transformations+in+Environmental+Policy+(2nd+Edition)&ots=Y5QlBIhZNw&sig=wU76XejSvV8-J8tckL4uDwSJEF4#v=onepage&q=Toward%20Sustainable%20Communities%20%3A%20Transition%20and%20Transformations%20in%20Environmental%20Policy%20(2nd%20Edition)&f=false
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sustainability programs is unclear, but successful environmentalism is too widespread to 

dismiss as anomalous.” (p.229) 

Over the last fifteen years, new ways of thinking about city policies have emerged, with a 

special focus on healthy cities, livability, and sustainability. Cities focus on elements in the 

following areas to develop sustainability plans: Smart Growth, Land Use Planning, 

Transportation, Pollution Prevention, Energy and Resource Conservation, Sustainability 

(Livability) Indicators, Environmental and Social Justice, and Governmental and 

Organizational Coordination. 

What Does 

Sustainability Mean to 

City Officials?  

Zeemering, Eric 

S. 
2009 

The term sustainability lacks conceptual clarity, and a variety of programs could advance 

sustainability goals. Understanding the multiple meanings of sustainability for local 

government officials will be critical as city officials seek to advance this new priority for 

local governments and as scholars evaluate the implementation of urban sustainability 

programs. 

 

  

http://uar.sagepub.com/content/45/2/247.short
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/45/2/247.short
http://uar.sagepub.com/content/45/2/247.short
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Livability of Cities 

15 Economic Facts about 
Millennials 

The Whitehouse 
Council of 
Economic 
Advisors 
(Report) 

2014 

This report takes an early look at this generation’s adult lives so far, including how they are faring 
in the labor market and how they are organizing their personal lives. This generation is marked by 
transformations at nearly every important milestone: from changes in parenting practices and 
schooling choices, to the condition of the U.S. economy they entered, to their own choices about 
home and family. However, in many cases, Millennials are simply following the patterns of change 
that began generations ago. 

AARP Livability FactSheet AARP 2014 Fact sheet outlines livability criteria for cities. 

Age Friendly World 
World Health 
Organization 
(website) 

2015 Defines specific aspects of cities that make them more livable for an aging population. 

Gen Y and Housing 
Urban Land 
Institute 
(Report) 

2015 

Contrary to popular belief, most Millennials are not living the high life in the downtowns of large 
cities, but rather are living in less centrally located but more affordable neighborhoods, making 
ends meet with jobs for which many feel overqualified, and living with parents or roommates to 
save money, according to a new report from ULI. Still, despite their current lifestyle constraints, 
most are optimistic about the odds for improving their housing and financial circumstances in the 
years ahead. 

How to Make Your City a 
Best Place to Live (Part I 
&II) 
 

Livability 
(website) and 
the Martin 
Prosperity 
Institute 

2014 

Good Demographic information for what makes a city livable: 
Gender: Women ranked most factors as more important than men did including: housing, cost of 
living, crime, health care, climate, jobs and diversity. The lone exception of our 14 livability factors 
that men ranked higher than women was “whether a city leans democratic or republican.” 
Age: In general, younger Americans were more concerned about housing, cost of living and access 
to public transportation. Older Americans ranked crime rates, health care and climate higher. 
Employment: Retirees cared more about access to affordable and quality health care. 
Interestingly, this group had our only negative correlation. Retirees were statistically less likely to 
rank access to quality schools as an important factor in livability. Those in the workforce currently 
were focused on jobs, access to public transportation, quality schools and diversity. 
Income: Among those surveyed with incomes above the U.S. median ($50,000 per household), 
health care and availability of family, friends and cultural attractions were important draws. Lower 
income households were more concerned with walkability and access to public transportation. 
Both groups were equally concerned with jobs, cost of living, climate and affordable housing. 
Household Type: Married couples rated cost of living and crime higher than their unmarried 
counterparts. Those with kids were concerned with jobs, access to public transportation and 
quality schools. Unmarried people were also focused on public transportation as well as 
walkability. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/cea/factsheets-reports
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/cea/factsheets-reports
http://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/info-2014/livable-communities-fact-sheet-series.html
http://agefriendlyworld.org/en/age-friendly-in-practice/
http://uli.org/report/gen-y-housing-want-want/
http://www.livability.com/blog/demographics/how-make-your-city-best-place-live-part-ii
http://www.livability.com/blog/demographics/how-make-your-city-best-place-live-part-ii
http://www.livability.com/blog/demographics/how-make-your-city-best-place-live-part-ii
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Race and Ethnicity: Minorities rated access to family and friends, culture, diversity and public 
transportation higher. Non-Hispanic whites placed a higher degree of importance on economic 
considerations like housing and cost of living as well as climate and crime rates. 

Livability 101: What 
makes a community 
livable 

American 
Institute of 
Architects (AIA) 
(Report) 

2005 

A Sense of Place: By assessing and understanding a district’s unique combination of natural and 
manmade assets that distinguish it from other locales, civic leaders can develop an action plan to 
preserve, strengthen, or enhance those qualities that are most essential to the community. ■ 
Mixed-Use Development: Purposefully including a variety of appropriate uses within walkable 
distances provides convenient access to services while creating a vibrant backdrop for commercial 
and social exchange. ■ Density: Increasing the number of housing units per acre goes hand-in-
hand with mixed-use development. Planners must carefully consider the density required to foster 
lively main streets. Good design can be achieved at various levels of density. ■ Effective Planning 
for Regional Transportation: Civic leaders from neighboring jurisdictions can improve the 
economic health of their region by working together to develop a coordinated network of viable 
public transit options, walkable paths, and bike trails, plus transit-oriented development. ■ Street-
Savvy Design: By designing a street completely and properly, planners create a pedestrian- friendly 
public realm that is not overpowered by vehicles and, therefore, offers a safe and attractive 
alternative to automobile travel. ■ Physical Health and Community Design: The Centers for 
Disease Control has correlated the incidence of heart disease, diabetes, cancer, and stroke with 
physical inactivity. By encouraging walkable neighborhoods for children, teens, adults, and elders, 
we have the opportunity to reverse this trend and create healthy communities by design. ■ Public 
Safety, Personal Security: Sensitive planning and design that takes advantage of sophisticated 
technology and proper operations allows civic leaders to improve public safety in the most 
unobtrusive ways. ■ A Sustainable Approach to Neighborhood and Regional Development: 
Design directly influences our lives through economic, environmental, and social forces. As 
stewards of our resources, public officials must be keenly aware of how building processes 
contribute to or detract from the synergy among these three critical and interrelated sectors. 

Livable Cities? Urban 
Struggles for Livelihood 
and Sustainability 

Evans, Peter B. 
(Book) 

2002 

Livability in urban areas is based on two main factors: human livelihood, and ecological 
sustainability. Livelihood has to do with access to decent housing and work as well as services that 
make for a healthful habitat. Ecological degradation in urban areas such as polluted air and water 
significantly impacts quality of life and reduce livability. 

Reconciling Livability and 
Sustainability Conceptual 
and Practical Implications 
for Planning 

Gough, Megan Z. 
(Journal) (Google 
Search provides 
free PDF) 

2015 
This article examines the complementarity of livability and sustainability at a theoretical level but 
recognizes that linkage in practice is complex. 

Soul of the Community 
The Knight 
Foundation 
(Website) 

2010 
The Soul of the Community study, a project of Gallup and the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, explored how residents feel about their communities. The three-year study in 26 
communities focused on the emotional side of the connection between residents and their 

http://www.aia.org/about/initiatives/AIAS075360
http://www.aia.org/about/initiatives/AIAS075360
http://www.aia.org/about/initiatives/AIAS075360
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=X6xJRc8r4sUC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=livable+cities&ots=nn6jLDLMGI&sig=PhKuDbkqH75bFJq0XBQX0UuDICI#v=onepage&q=livable%20cities&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=X6xJRc8r4sUC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=livable+cities&ots=nn6jLDLMGI&sig=PhKuDbkqH75bFJq0XBQX0UuDICI#v=onepage&q=livable%20cities&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=X6xJRc8r4sUC&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=livable+cities&ots=nn6jLDLMGI&sig=PhKuDbkqH75bFJq0XBQX0UuDICI#v=onepage&q=livable%20cities&f=false
http://www.people.vcu.edu/~mzgough/research.htm
http://www.people.vcu.edu/~mzgough/research.htm
http://www.people.vcu.edu/~mzgough/research.htm
http://www.people.vcu.edu/~mzgough/research.htm
http://knightfoundation.org/sotc/about-knight-soul-community/
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communities, examining factors correlated with loyalty to and passionate feelings about place. 

The Livability Index: The 
35 Best U.S. Cities for 
People 35 and Under 

Voactiv 
(Website) 

2014 

The list looked at the 100 most populous cities in America and used open-source Internet data to 
measure vital stats like salary and employment rates, and the cost of rent and utilities, as well as 
everyday concerns like public transportation, weather and crime. It also took into consideration 
metrics of lifestyle like entertainment. 

The Rise of the Creative 
Class--Revisited: Revised 
and Expanded 

Florida, Richard 2012 

Florida, an academic whose field is regional economic development, explains the rise of a new 
social class that he labels the creative class. Members include scientists, engineers, architects, 
educators, writers, artists, and entertainers. He defines this class as those whose economic 
function is to create new ideas, new technology, and new creative content. In general this group 
shares common characteristics, such as creativity, individuality, diversity, and merit. The author 
estimates that this group has 38 million members, constitutes more than 30 percent of the U.S. 
workforce, and profoundly influences work and lifestyle issues. The purpose of this book is to 
examine how and why we value creativity more highly than ever and cultivate it more intensely. 
He concludes that it is time for the creative class to grow up--boomers and Xers, liberals and 
conservatives, urbanites and suburbanites--and evolve from an amorphous group of self-directed 
while high-achieving individuals into a responsible, more cohesive group interested in the common 
good.  

What is Livability 
 

Partners for 
Livable 
Communities 
(Website) 

2015 
Livability is the sum of the factors that add up to a community’s quality of life—including the built 
and natural environments, economic prosperity, social stability and equity, educational 
opportunity, and cultural, entertainment and recreation possibilities. 

 

  

http://www.vocativ.com/interactive/culture/society/livability-index-2014/
http://www.vocativ.com/interactive/culture/society/livability-index-2014/
http://www.vocativ.com/interactive/culture/society/livability-index-2014/
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=_f0WBQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=richard+florida+rise+of+the+creative+class&ots=I5b0SwUVW3&sig=r_msyEcMIt1CDB68ukji8aM2O2A#v=onepage&q=richard%20florida%20rise%20of%20the%20creative%20class&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=_f0WBQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=richard+florida+rise+of+the+creative+class&ots=I5b0SwUVW3&sig=r_msyEcMIt1CDB68ukji8aM2O2A#v=onepage&q=richard%20florida%20rise%20of%20the%20creative%20class&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=_f0WBQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=richard+florida+rise+of+the+creative+class&ots=I5b0SwUVW3&sig=r_msyEcMIt1CDB68ukji8aM2O2A#v=onepage&q=richard%20florida%20rise%20of%20the%20creative%20class&f=false
http://livable.org/about-us/what-is-livability


USDN Strategy 
Urban Sustainability Field Scan 
Literature Review – 09.30.2015 

 

27 
 

 

Partners and Allies 

Green Communities 

Program 

Atlanta 

Regional 

Commission 

2014 

The Atlanta Regional Commission’s Green Communities Program is a voluntary 

certification program for jurisdictions in the 10-county Atlanta Region to encourage local 

governments to become more sustainable. ARC developed the program to assist local 

governments in reducing their overall environmental impact. Local governments earn 

points in 10 categories by implementing specific policies and practices that contribute to 

overall sustainability. 

Local Governments for 

Sustainability 
ICLEI (Website) 2015  

We build and serve the movement of local governments pursuing deep reductions in 

carbon pollution and tangible improvements in sustainability and resilience. 

International with substantial U.S. presence 

Mayors Innovation 

Project 

Mayors 

Innovation 

Project 

(Website) 

2015 

The Mayors Innovation Project is a learning network among American mayors committed 

to “high road” policy and governance: shared prosperity, environmental sustainability, 

and efficient democratic government. 

The project is a collaboration between policymakers and research experts, connecting 

mayors to research relevant to policy issues in their home cities. 

Minnesota GreenStep 

Cities 

Minnesota 

Pollution 

Control Agency 

(Website) 

2009 

This program is a partnership between public and private organizations that is overseen 

by the state of MN.  It is a voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program to 

help cities achieve their sustainability and quality-of-life goals. This free continuous 

improvement program, managed by a public-private partnership, is based upon 28 best 

practices.  

North American Urban 

Strategies 

The Nature 

Conservancy 

(Website) 

2015 

Our Urban Strategies Initiative recognizes two key facts: first, increasingly crowded urban 

environments will require, above all else, reliable sources of food, water and energy; and 

secondly, a healthy environment can help cities solve the issues they face at a potentially 

reduced cost.  

Using the concept of whole-system conservation, we can help ensure cities have clean 

http://www.atlantaregional.com/environment/green-communities
http://www.atlantaregional.com/environment/green-communities
http://icleiusa.org/about-us/who-we-are/
http://icleiusa.org/about-us/who-we-are/
http://www.mayorsinnovation.org/about/
http://www.mayorsinnovation.org/about/
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/index.cfm
http://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/index.cfm
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/urban-strategies.xml
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/urban-strategies.xml


USDN Strategy 
Urban Sustainability Field Scan 
Literature Review – 09.30.2015 

 

28 
 

water, fresh air, dependable sources of energy and a high quality of life. Natural 

systems—things like healthy trees and intact coastal wetlands—have the capacity to 

reduce pollutants in the air, clean and maintain water supplies, and protect us from 

storms and hurricanes. 

Partnership for 

Sustainable 

Communities 

U.S. HUD, EPA, 

DOT (Website) 
2015 

The Partnership for Sustainable Communities (PSC) works to coordinate federal housing, 

transportation, water, and other infrastructure investments to make neighborhoods more 

prosperous, allow people to live closer to jobs, save households time and money, and 

reduce pollution. The partnership agencies incorporate six principles of livability into 

federal funding programs, policies, and future legislative proposals 

Penn State Sustainable 

Communities 

Penn State 

University 

(Website) 

2013 

Through the SCC, Penn State faculty members partner with selected communities in 

Pennsylvania, including representatives from local governments, campuses, businesses, 

and other organizations. Once the partnering community leaders have identified a set of 

projects that contribute to advancing their sustainability goals, they are then matched 

with existing PSU courses that include an experiential learning element. 

Star Communities 

Star 

Communities 

(Website) 

2012 

The STAR Community Rating System is built on a framework of sustainability goals, 

objectives and evaluation measures. Local leaders can set goals and measure progress 

across sustainability themes using the evaluation measures included in the Rating System. 

Sustainable Cities 

Initiative 

University of 

Oregon 

(Website) 

2009 

Sustainable Cities Initiative (SCI) is a cross-disciplinary organization at the University of 

Oregon that promotes education, service, public outreach and research on the design and 

development of sustainable cities. Our work addresses sustainability issues from the 

regional level down to the building. We know that creating the sustainable city cannot 

happen within only a single discipline, and that’s why SCI is grounded in a cross-

disciplinary approach to solving community sustainability issues. 

Sustainable Cities 

Institute 

National 

League of 

Cities 

(Website) 

2013 Provides resources for sustainable city development. 

http://www.sustainablecommunities.gov/partnership-resources
http://www.sustainablecommunities.gov/partnership-resources
http://www.sustainablecommunities.gov/partnership-resources
http://sustainability.psu.edu/live/staff/sustainable-communities
http://sustainability.psu.edu/live/staff/sustainable-communities
http://www.starcommunities.org/rating-system/principles/
https://sci.uoregon.edu/about-sci
https://sci.uoregon.edu/about-sci
http://www.sustainablecitiesinstitute.org/about/about-sustainability
http://www.sustainablecitiesinstitute.org/about/about-sustainability
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Sustainability Institute 

of New Jersey 

The College of 

New Jersey 

(Website) 

2015 

The Sustainability Institute at the College of New Jersey is a “think and do” tank that 

manages a number of cutting edge research and outreach programs focused on 

sustainable development, including the award winning Sustainable Jersey Certification 

Program and numerous federal and state grant-funded projects. 

Sustainable Maryland 

University of 

Maryland and 

Maryland 

Municipal 

League 

2011 

Sustainable Maryland is a certification program for municipalities in Maryland that want 

to go green, save money and take steps to sustain their quality of life over the long term. 

Sustainable Maryland Certified is a collaborative effort between the Environmental 

Finance Center (EFC) at the University of Maryland and the Maryland Municipal League. 

Towards Sustainability 
U.S. EPA 

(Website) 
2015 EPA programs such as Smart Growth and Sustainable Communities. 

 

  

https://si.tcnj.edu/
https://si.tcnj.edu/
http://sustainablemaryland.com/about/
http://www.epa.gov/sustainability/


USDN Strategy 
Urban Sustainability Field Scan 
Literature Review – 09.30.2015 

 

30 
 

 

Miscellaneous Resources 

Climate Blackboard 

The Center for 

Climate 

Strategies 

2015 

The Climate Blackboard provides information on activities in US states and regions, including 

project support by the Center for Climate Strategies. Color coding indicates States where 

comprehensive Climate Action Plans have been developed since 2000.  

Economic growth and 

sustainability – are they 

mutually exclusive? 

Higgins, Karen L. 

(Article) 
2013 

Article makes connections to past and present consumption practices and their impact on 

economic patterns and environmental degradation. The author gives direction as to how to restore 

balance to the system. 

From fail-safe to safe-to-

fail: Sustainability and 

resilience in the new 

urban world 

Ahern, Jack  

(Journal) 
2011 

Article explores the shift from a more static urban sustainability model where systems are places 

to prevent future issues, to a more dynamic resiliency model that allows for adaptation to future 

challenges. 

If Mayors Ruled the 

World: Dysfunctional 

Nations, Rising Cities 

Barber, 

Benjamin (Book) 
2013 

Barber asserts that cities, and the mayors that run them, offer the best new forces of good 

governance. A planet ruled by cities represents a new paradigm of global governance – of 

democratic glocalism rather than top-down imposition, of horizontalism rather than hierarchy, of 

pragmatic interdependence rather than outworn ideologies of national independence.  

Indicators for 

Sustainability How cities 

are monitoring and 

evaluating their success  

Sustainable 

Cities 

International 

(Report) 

2012 

The objectives of this paper are to: • Identify which methodologies or frameworks these cities are 

using to track sustainability indicators and support city planning. • Identify and summarize the 

common key indicators that these cities are using. • Create a tool kit that will support cities that 

are in the process of identifying which sustainability indicators they can use to accurately reflect 

the progress of their sustainability plans. 

Pillar Talk-Local 

Sustainability Initiatives 

and Policies in the United 

States—Finding Evidence 

of the “Three E’s”: 

Economic Development, 

Environmental 

Protection, and Social 

Opp, Susan M.; 

Saunders, Kyle L. 

(Journal) 

2012 

This article examines local sustainability initiatives in the United States through the lens of the 

“three pillars” of sustainability: economic development, environmental protection, and social 

equity. Analysis of a series of correlations and means comparisons provides evidence that several 

factors are interrelated with local government engagement in sustainability initiatives, including 

population size, central city locations, diversity, ethnicity and race, political leanings of a 

community, and region.  

http://www.climatestrategies.us/policy_tracker/state/
http://www.elsevier.com/connect/economic-growth-and-sustainability-are-they-mutually-exclusive
http://www.elsevier.com/connect/economic-growth-and-sustainability-are-they-mutually-exclusive
http://www.elsevier.com/connect/economic-growth-and-sustainability-are-they-mutually-exclusive
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016920461100079X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016920461100079X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016920461100079X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016920461100079X
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://benjaminbarber.org/books/if-mayors-ruled-the-world/
http://sustainablecities.net/our-resources/document-library/cat_view/20-our-resources/21-indicators
http://sustainablecities.net/our-resources/document-library/cat_view/20-our-resources/21-indicators
http://sustainablecities.net/our-resources/document-library/cat_view/20-our-resources/21-indicators
http://sustainablecities.net/our-resources/document-library/cat_view/20-our-resources/21-indicators
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
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Equity  

Sustainable Connections: 

Linking Sustainability and 

Economic Development 

Strategies 

Geary, Caitlin 

(Journal) 
2011 

Study of 4 U.S. cities and their efforts to incorporate their sustainable brand into their economic 

development. 

The Sustainable Economy 

Chouinard; 

Ellison; 

Ridgeway 

(Harvard Review 

Article) 

2011 

Like most holy grails, sustainability as a firm’s most dependable route to financial high 

performance has seemed a goal always beyond reach. The problem is simple. Businesses are rarely 

obliged to pay for the full toll their operations take on the world. Because many of these impacts 

have been hard to gauge with any precision—or to assign to individual businesses with fairness—

their costs have remained external to businesses’ accounting. That means it’s generally cheaper for 

consumers to buy a product that has a worse impact on the environment than the equivalent 

product that does less harm. But what if we could get to the point where the lowest-priced T-shirt 

was also the one doing the least harm to the planet and society? 

Three trends, each gathering force on its own, are now converging to make that goal a reality: (1) 

The values of many vital natural resources traditionally considered priceless are being quantified 

so that they can be factored into economic equations and individual firm’s accounting. (2) Socially 

responsible investing has matured beyond negative screening to become a value-seeking discipline 

generating positive impetus for change. (3) Industries are converging on standard indices for rating 

products’ sustainability and seeking improvements throughout their value chains. 

Triumph of the City: How 

Our Greatest Invention 

Makes Us Richer, 

Smarter, Greener, 

Healthier, and Happier 

Glaeser, Edward 

(Book) 
2012 

Edward Glaeser, a leading urban economist, declares that cities are actually the healthiest, 

greenest, and richest (in both cultural and economic terms) places to live. Glaeser makes an 

urgent, eloquent case for the city's importance and splendor, offering inspiring proof that the city 

is humanity's greatest creation and our best hope for the future. 

U.S. Climate Policy Maps 

Center for 

Climate and 

Energy Solutions 

(C2ES) 

2015 

Database of U.S. climate policy maps with descriptions of state and regional climate policy.  It is 

broken into climate, energy, transportation, and building sectors.  This database can be used to 

identify specific efforts and goals set using state regulation. 

 

 

3.%09http:/uar.sagepub.com.proxy.lib.utk.edu:90/content/49/5/678.full.pdf+html
http://www.nlc.org/find-city-solutions/city-solutions-and-applied-research/sustainability-as-section-index/economic-development
http://www.nlc.org/find-city-solutions/city-solutions-and-applied-research/sustainability-as-section-index/economic-development
http://www.nlc.org/find-city-solutions/city-solutions-and-applied-research/sustainability-as-section-index/economic-development
http://www.nlc.org/find-city-solutions/city-solutions-and-applied-research/sustainability-as-section-index/economic-development
https://hbr.org/2011/10/the-sustainable-economy
http://www.amazon.com/Triumph-City-Greatest-Invention-Healthier/dp/0143120549
http://www.amazon.com/Triumph-City-Greatest-Invention-Healthier/dp/0143120549
http://www.amazon.com/Triumph-City-Greatest-Invention-Healthier/dp/0143120549
http://www.amazon.com/Triumph-City-Greatest-Invention-Healthier/dp/0143120549
http://www.amazon.com/Triumph-City-Greatest-Invention-Healthier/dp/0143120549
http://www.c2es.org/us-states-regions/policy-maps

